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tens of millions of people. If they are not to be relied
upon, what evidence have we got ? Natives are
not even listened to. Mr. Robertson vouches
for the same state of things in Coimbatore, and the
Famine Reports on Madras confirm his remarks
in regard to many other districts in that province.
There are 16,000,000 pauper ryots in Madras
alone !

In the North-West Provinces Mr. Halsey says in
regard to Cawnpore : " I assert that the abject
poverty of the average cultivator of this district is
beyond the belief of any one who has not seen it.
He is simply a slave to the soil, to the zemindar, to
the usurer, and to the Government. . . . The
normal state of between three-fourths and four-
fifths of the cultivators of this district is as I have
above shown." The total gross produce of the
North-West Provinces, as analysed by the native
writer, whose figures have been quoted already, is
hardly 275. a head. Nor is this all by any means.
There is distinct evidence that between 1860-61, the
period of the great famine on which Colonel Baird
Smith reported, and the present date, the average
standard of comfort and amount of income per
family has greatly declined. On the very first
symptom of scarcity in these provinces thousands
immediately died or came upon the hands" of the
Government. The pauper population here, too, is
rivalling in numbers that of Madras.

In the Central Provinces we find precisely the
same conditions, and Mr. W. G. Pedder, no alarmist,
we may be very sure, says: " The people, if an almost
universal consensus of opinion may be relied on, are